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here’s an old saying that states, “You
| can’t go home again,” but Bob and

Jan Peterson disagree. Although both
moved away from their childhood home on
Hatteras Island many years ago, the brother
and sister have developed a new professional
interest that pays homage to their coastal
upbringing, and they frequently find them-
selves returning to their roots for inspiration.

“The time we spent growing up on the
Outer Banks afforded us many opportunities
of discovery — from big-game fishing to surf-
fishing to watching dolphins play in the surf
and loggerheads come ashore during the
spring to lay eggs,” Jan recalls. “We climbed
the lighthouses and took in the majestic
scenery, and we watched the sun rise and the
moon rise out of the depths of the ocean. We
cast nets for shrimp and rescued birds tangled
in fishing lines, and we watched large schools
of blues wash ashore in the surf. Nature by the
water is ever-changing and fascinating, and all
of this was quite magical. We lived and
breathed by the ocean and all of its nearby
sounds, rivers and creeks, and we still do. It is
in our souls. But little did we know that the
sand we sifted between our toes would even-
tually turn into a unique glass business.”

Today, Jan makes her home in Beaufort and
Bob lives in Tennessee, but the sibling duo is
collaborating on a new business that draws
upon their love of their childhood home.
Under the operating banner of Peterson
Custom Glass, they are designing and produc-
ing custom art glass with coastal themes as
well as made-to-order functional glass pieces
like shower doors, wet bar backsplashes,
entryways and privacy screens for both homes
and yachts.

“This past summer when we revisited our
old stomping grounds in Hatteras, Bob and I
began to talk about our passion for the ocean
and how we might combine that with our

A folkloric lady of the sea is
one of the Petersons’ most
popular glass etchings.

Coming Home Again: Siblings Call on Their Love of the
Coast to Create Art Glass with an Outer Banks Flavor

entrepreneurial natures,” Jan explains. “We
went through many ideas until we finally
arrived at taking our passion for the ocean
and all of its creatures above and below the
waterline and etching them into glass.”

“We know there are many people that enjoy
the beach and all the emotion and passion it
can bring as a ‘rite of summer,” Bob says.
“Many of the early pieces we have done cap-
ture the excitement and passion we have for
fishing and our love of the ocean, and we felt
that like us, other people would enjoy this
new art format.”

The business is still in its infancy, but the
Petersons say they are very pleased with the
initial response to their work. As both busi-
ness people and artists, the pair recognizes the
importance of the bottom line, but they also
hope their work appeals to the aesthetic senses

of their clients.

“At this time in our lives, our ambition is to
begin a business of our own in an area that is
import-resistant and allows us to demonstrate
our skills,” Bob says. “So getting into one-of-a-
kind etched glass art is attractive because it’s
difficult to do and yet so beautiful to admire.
No two are exactly alike, and we think of each
as a fine painting or sculpture. Few people in
the country have the capability of producing
these hand-designed and handmade pieces of
fine glass art.”

“We have been received very well and find
ourselves with no shortage of business,” he
continues. “We appreciate comments by our
customers and find that some of them are
already becoming repeat customers. Our
inspiration is to bring the glass to life and
deliver art that takes your breath away.”

Jan says that the process of creating a custom glass work is time-con-
suming and labor intensive. She and Bob start with the basics, and then
work their way up to the smallest details.

“First, there is a lot of brainstorming on how we want the scene or
subject matter to look,” says Jan. “Then we take what we imagine it to
be and after trial and error, it is drawn on paper and converted in a
vector-based program on the computer. Then it is taken to a plotter
and plotted onto a vinyl rubber resist. In a separate process, the glass

has to be cut and prepared for the resist. Finally, the two meet and the

pattern is laid out on the glass ready for blasting. Following is a very
labor-intensive and thoughtful process of deciding what is carved
deeply and what is not and all of the other levels in between. All of
the pieces are numbered and hand signed and come with a certificate
of authenticity.”

Several coastal businesses have the Petersons’ art glass on display,
and the pair plans to add examples of their functional pieces to their

website over the next few months. However, whether gracing the interi-
or of a yacht or on display in a beach lover’s home, all of the Petersons’
glass is created with the same intention.

“We are looking for the essence of each creature represented on our
glass,” Jan says. “We want people to feel like they are right there,
whether a reef scene or a Marlin on the hook. We strive for detail and
accuracy and most of all, that our scene comes to life. We want our
customers to feel like they own a very special piece of art and to feel a
sense of awe every time they look at it.” e

Peterson Custom Glass offers a growing selection of limited-edition Outer
Banks-inspired art glass. The company can also create custom glass prod-
ucts for the home, yacht or business. To view additional examples of the
Petersons’ work, visit www.petersoncustomglass.com. For more information,
call Jan Peterson at 252.725.4445 or Bob Peterson at 615.574.5303.
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